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“A regional event center has 
been on the Allen City Council’s 

strategic plan for many years. 
This multi-purpose facility will 
have a signifi cant ripple effect 
through our local economy.” 

 Allen Mayor Stephen Terrell
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In a model example of public and private partnership, 

the City of Allen has announced a joint venture with 

Global Entertainment Corporation (AMEX:GEE) and The 

MGHerring Group to build a $50 million event center. The event center will offer a venue for 

concerts, top touring shows, family entertainment and professional sports upon its opening, 

set for the fall of 2009. 

The Allen event center, to include 7,500 fi xed seats and 26 luxury suites, will be part of The 

Village at Allen, a 181-acre mixed-use development of The MGHerring Group, located on the 

southeast corner of US 75 and Stacy Road. In addition to the event center and a full service 

hotel, the development features over 1.5 million square feet of retail, restaurant, and offi ce 

space. The shopping center is scheduled to open October 2008.

Global Entertainment, an integrated events and entertainment company, has subsidiaries in 

sports management, arena and related real estate development, facility and venue management 

and marketing, venue ticketing and branded licensing.  It operates the 17-team Central 

Hockey League from its headquarters in Phoenix. 

“This entire project creates a unique opportunity for retail and restaurants to serve an 

audience drawn from a 50-80 mile radius around Allen, bringing new sales and hotel 

tax revenues to the city,” said Kurt Kizer, President of the Allen Economic Development 

Corporation (AEDC). The AEDC played a critical role in bringing the parties together
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Graphic 
Converting 

Brings 
Operations 

to Allen

Graphic Converting, Inc. has located their manufacturing operations to Allen into 
a 120,000 square-foot facility located at 300 E. Bethany Drive. Founded in 1976, 
Graphic Converting is an industry leader in the production and distribution of 
collectible game cards. The company is consolidating manufacturing operations 
to the Allen facility.  They are creating 100 full-time employment positions and 500 
temporary employment positions. 

“We chose Allen to be in closer proximity to RCL Enterprises/Color Dynamics, 
whom we recently selected to meet our printing volume requirements,” said Joe 
Yaney, CFO of Graphic Converting.  Additionally, the Allen area will enable us to 
attract and retain a quality workforce.”

The California-based company was considering relocation in order to be closer 
to their printer. Security issues are an important consideration for Graphic 
Converting since they produce cards that have a high collector value.  In order to 
accommodate their needs, RCL needed to expand their printing capacity by adding 
additional equipment and 14 new employees

Chuck Chalifoux, President of RCL Enterprises brought the Graphic Converting 
project to the attention of the Allen Economic Development Corporation (AEDC) to 
facilitate the relocation of Graphic Converting to Allen. “In addition to our multi-
million dollar investment in capital equipment, the space that Graphic Converting 
is leasing required extensive upgrades, including adding air-conditioning to most 
of the space as well as adding parking spaces,” said Chalifoux.  “The AEDC worked 
closely with everyone involved to make this deal happen.”

“This is a triple-play for Allen,” said Robert Winningham, AEDC Executive Director. 
“Not only did we fill a warehouse space that had been vacant since 2003, but we 
facilitated the expansion of an existing company in Allen and brought a 
new player to our business lineup.”  

George Tanghongs and Susan Singer with Bradford 
Companies represented the building owner and 
Graphic Converting in this transaction.  
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 “This is a 
triple-play 
for Allen” 

Robert Winningham
AEDC Executive Director

Graphic Converting

Continued on Page 2

Sanmina-SCI 
Renews Lease 
in Allen

Sanmina-SCI has signed a three year lease renewal on their 

288,000 square foot manufacturing facility at 105 W. Bethany Drive in 

Allen.  With manufacturing plants worldwide, Sanmina-SCI began 

operations in Allen in January 2003, when the company purchased the 

optical division of Alcatel.  Since then they have expanded dramatically, 

more than doubling their employee base from 200 to 525 today. 

“Sanmina-SCI and the employees are excited about the lease 

renewal and look forward to continuing to contribute to the Allen 

community,” said Frank O’Reilly, VP of Operations and Business 

Development for Sanmina-SCI.  “We have just started a great 

internship program with Allen High School, allowing seniors to work with 

our engineers and other staff to learn more about the careers they plan to 

pursue in college.” 

“Sanmina-SCI is an example of the quality of companies we seek 

to recruit to Allen,” said Robert Winningham, Executive Director of the 

AEDC.  “In addition to bringing quality jobs and a signifi cant increase to 

our tax base, Frank and his team are valued partners in our community.”Sa
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8th
Annual AEDC 
Millennium 
Business Awards

Friday, September 21

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Allen’s Hilton Hotel

705 Central Expressway South

Reservations: 972.727.5585 


