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Scouting the Trinity: Get Me To The Water

ne hundred and fifty years ago, a
group of developers stood
somewhere near the site of

RadioShack's new campus and, while
overlooking the Trinity River, proclaimed they
had found agreat |ocationtobuildacity.

Thoseearly devel opersmight havebeenarmy
scouts, but they knew a good place to build
whentheysawone.

After al these years and generations of
development, a new frontier is still visible
from thebluffsoverlooking the Trinity River.
Animaginativeeyenolonger seestheriverasa
natural impediment to Indian attacks, but an
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opportunity for neighborhoods, parks and
commercial and retail development. Civic,
community and business |eaderswith an eye
for aesthetics, growth and/or a buck are
formulating a massive public, private
partnershipknownastheTrinity River Project.

Thegoal of the Trinity River Projectisto make
theTrinity River the centerpiece of Fort Worth.
Along the Trinity River, just north of
downtown, lies over 800 acres of mostly
vacant decaying buildings, used-car lots, old
industrial sites, a former power plant and
undeveloped land. Visionaries see atown lake
and a number of canals creating three to four
times more waterfront than we presently have.
The town lake would provide recreation. The
canals would offer a setting for a mixture of
duplexes, condos, retail and commercial
development. As developers have learned,
people want to be near water and will pay for
theprivilege.

TheTrinity River Projectisinitsearly stages,
but somepiecesalready areinplaceandothers
areon thedrawing board. The Cash America
building, located on the shore of the Trinity,
wasre-built and enlarged after the tornado of

2000.Alittlefurthereastal ongtheriver, Pier
1 Imports and RadioShack soonwill house
thousands of workers at hew campuses.
Continuing east past the courthouse, there
are plans to re-develop the old historical
neighborhood around SamuelsAvenue. The
project, called Trinity Bluffs,wouldprovide
1,500res dencesrangingfromapartmentsto
condosto townhouses. And of course, there
will be new shops and restaurants to serve
theseresidents.

New developments of dense housing and
neighborhoodstoresandrestaurantsthatyou
can walk to are examples of what isbeing
called new urbanism. As defined by the
Urban Land Institute, new urbanism isthe
creationof atotal andconnectedcommunity.
Itiswalkablefromendtoend, hasavariety
of housing types, acivic coreand amix of
usesand amenities. It hasaninterconnected
street network withrecognizableboundaries
and provides for chance meetings and
privacy.

Itsoundsliketheolddaysinsmalltowns.

Thisnew urbanismfirst cametopartsof the

country where there was no longer land to

build new suburbs or where traffic was so

badthat peoplewanted back intothecity. In

recentyears, theconcept hasbeenembraced
indowntown Fort Worth with projectssuch
as the re-development of the former Bank
OneBuilding. It seemsthat devel operscan't
build condos and other private residences
fastenoughtomeetdemand.

Key components of many new urbanism
projectsarewater and parks. Peoplewantto
live, work and play as close to the water's
edge as possible. Throughout the country,
new devel opments are emerging along the
water's edge. Chattanooga, Cincinnati,
Louisville, Oakland, Pittsburgh, Portland
and New Orleansarejust someof themany
cities that are undergoing or have recently
undergone major downtown devel opment
along rivers. Some of these projects are
possible because waterborne commerce
diminished and cities are looking to re-
develop unsightly water-side property;
othershaveunderutilized riverssuch asthe
Trinitythatcan'thandlecommercia traffic.

New urbanism is also springing up along
lakes. In Chicago, a 28-acre tract of land,
the largest undeveloped parcel of
downtownlandinamajorU.S.city,isbeing
transformed into a new lakefront
neighborhood that will include 5,000
residences, 1,500 hotel rooms, a park,
school and 2.2 million gross squarefeet of
commercial space.

The Trinity River Project might seem likea
pieinthe sky, but consider how far we have

“Thegoal of theTrinity River
Project isto make the Trinity
River the centerpiece of Fort
Worth. ... The Trinity River
Project might seem like apie
in the sky, but consider how
far wehave comethelast 150
years. Fromfrontier cabinsin
the 1850s, to Cowtown at the
turn of the century, tall
buildings in the '50s,
skyscrapersin the'80s, and a
return to downtown
entertainment and living in
the'90s.

comethelast 150 years. Fromfrontier cabins
in the 1850s, to Cowtown at the turn of the
century, tall buildings in the '50s,
skyscrapers in the '80s, and a return to
downtown entertainment and living in the
'90s. Mgjor changesare happening faster and
faster. Someday when we look back, the big
development in the early years of this
century will betheTrinity River area.
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